CAREY.	tiil
William Carey, the founder of the historic Serampore
Mission, was born on Aug. 17th, 1761. He was the son
of the schoolmaster of Paulershury in Northamptonshire.
In early youth he had been brought up as a strict
Churchman, but, while still a lad, he embraced the tenets
of the Baptist Community. At the age of fourteen he was
apprenticed to a shoemaker at Moulton. At an early
age he entered the pulpit, but the £11 a year which
he received as Baptist Minister of Moulton, with a
grant of another £5 from London, was noi; sufficient
to relieve him of the necessity of walking some eight or
ten miles into Northampton with a wallet of shoes on his-
back. Years after, when dining with Lord Hastings
at Barrackpore, Dr. Carey overboard a general officer
asking one of his aides-de-camp whether it were not the
case that the Viceroy's guest had once plied his hand as
shoemaker. "No, sir," was the Doctor's ready inter-
ruption, "only as cobbler." In 1793 Carey, who had
been accepted as a Missionary by the recently formed
(Oct. 2,1792) Baptist Missionary Society endeavoured to
come out to India on board one of the Company's ves-
sels, The Oxford, but his companion, the eccentric Medical
Missionary Thomas, was heavily in debt, and that cir-
cumstance led to the expulsion of the Missionaries from
the Indiaman. Ultimately the Missionaries set sail in
the Danish vessel Cron Princessa Maria. Carey arrived
at Calcutta on November the llth, after enduring great
personal distress mainly due to his association with
Thomas, and found refuge for five years as an indigo
• planter under an evangelical civilian at Malda—George
lldney. Here, at Malda, he acquired his profound
knowledge of the Bengali language, and it is a fact
which deserves a far wider recognition than it at present
enjoys that it is due mainly to the early Missionaries
that the vernacular of Bengal is now a language under-
stood by the rulers of the people. In 1797, however,
Udney, after a series of bad seasons, was compelled to
abandon the factory at which Carey had laboured. *
In the meanwhile, John Ward, born in 1769, and ap-
prenticed as a painter, and John Marshman born on
April 20th, 1768, a shop boy at Mr. Cabus' shop in

